Librarian Involvement in Oklahoma
Lawyers For Heroes Program
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Librarian Involvement in Oklahoma
Lawyers For Heroes Program

= dpnasl Mraing Hightights

& K WLy oo b U minbeid

=M e | sl
Lagead

At Ease: A Guide for
Legal Research Related to

Military Issues
By Darla W. Kite-Jackson

or those unfamiliar with federal bureaucratic and military

structure, researching veterans benefits and military justice

can be a maze of confusion filled with strange acronyms.
Providing some basic knowledge of the structure of the system
and resources that can point researchers in the right direction is
the purpose of this article. This work is not an exhaustive list, but
will provide the uninitiated with a basic set of resources to begin
research in two areas of law related to military issues.

On the battlefield, military servicemembers
develop excellent problem-solving skills. Part of
their problem-solving process is developing a
familiarity with the hostile environment in
which they are operating. Veterans attempting
to overcome obstacles to obtaining benefits at
home often cannot succeed without the assis-
tance of an attorney familiar with the environ-
ment and trained in researching issues and
advocating for the veteran. In his second inau-
gural address, Abraham Lincoln challenged the
nation as follows: “with charity for all ... let us
strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up
the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall
have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his
orphan.”’ Ensuring that veterans and their
dependents receive the benefits they have earned
is a step toward answering that challenge made
long ago.

RESOURCES ON VETERANS BENEFITS
CLAIMS, DENIALS AND APPEALS

This brief article does not discuss the research
of statutes, federal and state regulations, and
agency and court decisions. This work instead
concentrates on secondary sources that will
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assist the legal advocate in identifying and
applying specific primary authority on behalf of
the client.

Oklahoma Bar Association Young Lawyers
Division, Resource Guide for Lawyers Assisting
Veterans — Pages 15-26 of this 30-page resource
address the topic of assisting veterans with ben-
efits claims, denials and appeals. While this
resource is not yet available electronically, simi-
lar information is available via the Solo/Small
Practice Series: Assisting Veterans in the Novem-
ber 2010 Texas Bar Journal* The Texas Bar Journal
is available at no cost via the Internet as well as
via subscription databases.

Barton E Stichman & Ronald B. Abrams,
eds., Veterans Benefits Manual (Matthew Bend-
er & Co. 2010) — Written by attorneys at the
MNational Veterans Legal Services Program
(NVLSP), the Veterans Benefits Manual contains
sample forms and briefs, checklists, citations to
legal authorities and other useful information.
Despite being published by Matthew Bender,
this resource is not currently available electroni-
cally through LexisNexis. The Veterans Benefits
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Other Opportunities
for Law Librarian Support

* Pros 4 Vets
- Legal, Medical,
Psychiatric
Oklahoma Non-
Profit (but
growing)
Clinic in a box

- Sample intake
forms




Awareness

Veterans Court

Tulsa's Veterans Court Program Being Used As Nationwide Model

betbewsOnt () Sebecibs | 2013 videos -
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?featur
e=player embedded&v=mMzCMP6ItVU
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CONTACT ﬁ

OKLAHOMA COUNTY VETERAN'S PROGRAM

The Oklahoma County Veteran's Program (QCVP), is a diversion program designed to divert veterans
involved with the criminal justice system from prison, to reduce veteran's involvemment in future crimes, and
place them into appropriate rehabilitative alternatives, The program is for veterans who are currently facing
prosecution for one or more criminal cases. The program offers offenders a treatment option that is
sup@rvised by the OCVP beam.

The OCWP is only fior veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States as defined by federal law. The
OCVP is a program coupled with intensive treatment and supervision for veberam criminal offenders. Once the
vateran has baen scresned, assessed, and approved for participation in the program, he/sha will promiptly
begin a treatment program that is specific to his/her needs. The OCVP Is a voluntary program, which
includes weekly formation with the OCVP team and other participants. It also invelves drug and alcoho!
treatment, random drug testing, support group meetings, vocational or job counseling, educational clazses
and community supervision. Upon successful completion of the program, the case{s) are normally dismissed
or never filed, In the event the agreement is terminated, the case(s) are remanded bo the cowrt of arigin for
continued prosecution.

The GCVP program aims to provide veberans with the tools they need to lead a productive and law-
abiding lifestyle while improving mental health recovery and successful re-entry into the community, along
with reslution of thelr criminal case(s).

VETERAN'S HELPFUL LINKS

VETERAN CENTERS:

Vet Centers serve veterans and their families by
providing a continuum of guality care, which adds
value for veterans, families and communities,

State benefits provided by the state of Oklahoma o its
welerans.

http://www.oklahomacounty.org/departmen
/districtattorney/Veterans.aspx



http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mMzCMP6ItVU
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Awareness
e Military and Veterans Law Organizations

e Displays - Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Month

8 T ol e

| Military Law Society

The purpose of the Military Law Society (MLS) is to
. educate future lawyers about the military and its legal sys-
2=z tem and how it relates to civilian law. The United States
=7 isinvolved in a continuing armed conflict and with that
conflict comes an array of legal issues. While the military

provides legal services for those who are in the armed
services, there are several former services members that
must seek civilian legal assistance now that they have left http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/veterans/LegalServices.pdi
the service MLS helps prepare students to meet that need.
This education will be done in the form of guest speakers
as well as input from those who have been in the armed
services, both in a legal and non-legal role. MLS also pro-
vides opportunities for MLS members to volunteer legal
assistance to service members and veterans.

www.law.ou.edu/publications/files/43529-Law%20Bulletin-lo-res.pdf
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http://www.law.ou.edu/publications/files/43529-Law Bulletin-lo-res.pdf
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Awareness

e New Legislation

OK Senate Bill 1951 - 2012 Regular Session
Approved by Governor 05/15/2012

C. A servicemember’s portion of Special Monthly
Compensation (SMC) awarded by or from the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs for
service-connected loss or loss of use of specific
organs or extremities shall be separate property,
not divisible as a marital asset nor as community
property. For purposes of identifying SMC, it is the
sole responsibility of the servicemember to prove
with competent evidence what amount of his or
her disability compensation is SMC.

D. A servicemember's portion of Combat-Related
Special Compensation (CRSC) shall be separate
property, not divisible as a marital asset nor as
community property, if a specific dollar amount of
CRSC can be proved by the servicemember as
compensation for combat-related loss of limb or
loss of bodily function and the CRSC award was
applied for and established prior to the date of the
filing of the dissolution of marriage action.
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